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“Except We Forget” - Queensland Conference

Camp meeting 15-17 August 2014

“We havenothing to fear forthe future, except as we shall forgetthe
way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.” Life
Sketches, p. 196.

Friday afternoon we arrived at camp to find the rain just starting to
setin. This did not dampen our spirits, however, and there was much
excitementas we greeted family, friends, and interstate visitors, many
of whom we do not oftengetto see.

The topic of this camp was “Except We Forget”, and throughout the
camp we were challenged toremember God’s leading, especially over
the last 100 years, and the truths that make us a distinct peoplefor
God.



Afterthe opening of Sabbath, which was taken by Br Jonathan Brown and titled “Follow the Master”, we all
enjoyedadelicious tea provided by ourwonderful camp cook Jessica Brown and her many assistants.

The camp was then opened by Br Graham McMahon with the topic “Last Days Are Here”, after which there
was time to catch up and chat a little before we headed for our beds.

Sabbath morningthe rain had not let up and the showers continued, becoming heavier through the day.
However, despite the wet there was agood turnout for worship, which was taken by Br Jamie Squires on
“What isinaName”. It was brought out that the meaning of a name can be negative or positive and that it
ismost importantfor us to contemplate what the name of Jesus means to us and what our name meansto
others.

Afterbreakfast more people beganto arrive in time for Sabbath School which was on “Jonah” and provided
an interesting subject for discussion.

The divine service followed, taken by BrNathan Tyleron “Nothingto Fear”. We were reminded that whileit
may seem easy for us now, intimes of peace, to stand forthe rightand honourthe Sabbath and the
commandment “Thou Shalt Not Kill”, we must remember the struggles that our members have had in years
past and other Christians are having at the momentand be ready to stand firm and trust God evenin
adversity should ourtest come.

Anotherdelicious meal followed, and then came the young people’s meeting, “Old Paths, Good Ways”,
taken by Br Jordan Chapman, which | am sure was greatly enjoyed by all, with many lovelyitems prepared
by church groups as well asindividuals.

Immediately afterthe young people’s meeting the Profession of Faith was held, and we were especially
blessedto be able to witness three souls take theirstand for Christ. When we finished, the rain was still

Jared Chapman Melissa Chapman Stephen McMahon

pouringdown; but we all gathered ourumbrellasand headed forthe lake where the candidates - Jared
Chapman, Stephen McMahon, and Melissa Chapman - were to be baptised. It was wonderful to see them
rise fromthe watery grave as new creaturesin Christand to know that all heaven was rejoicingwith usin
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the knowledge thatthree souls
had giventheirheartstoHimand
had joined the ranks of Christ’s
army, - His church on earth.

Close of Sabbath followed, taken
on the topic “Blessings and
Curses” by BrJuanRicardo
Amaya. Tea was nexton the
program before the evening
activities began. Asthe rain
continuedtofall, ourbonfire had
to be cancelled, butwe all

= .~ enjoyedplayingsome gamesin
the back of the hall. As the evenlng got later, the part|C|pants gotfeweruntll atlast all of us had gone to
our beds.

Sunday morning dawned warm and sunny, a lovely change from the rain of the last couple of days. Worship
was taken by Sr Elisabeth Balarezo and entitled “A Call to Reform”.

Breakfast followed, after which there were activities for the children taken by Sr Sandra Barnett. In the
main hall the meetings continued with Br Paul Chapman taking the first on the topic “In Remembrance of
Me”, covering closed communion. BrJacob De Souzatook the second meeting, which was entitled,
“Pilgrims and Strangers”. He gave some very clearinstruction on why we should not be involved in politics
or unions, especiallytrade unions.

Afterthe Close of Conference taken by Brethren Paul Chapman and Nathan Tyler, we enjoyed another
lovely meal.

After packing and cleaning up, we began
the afternoon’s activity of canoeing,
which was very enjoyable as we paddled
alonginthe lovely warmsun. Quite afew
people alsotried the low ropes, which
seemedto provide muchinterestand
evenamusement for those watching.

Camp had now come to an end and good-
byes hadto be said, butwe look forward
to seeingeveryone again nextyearand
pray God will be with us all ‘til we meet
again.

~ Naomi McMahon

For more photos: http://www.sdarm.org.au/?p=6165
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Congratulations Matyas Family

For more photos: http://www.sdarm.org.au/?p=6158

Valma Alice Rendell - 19 July

EULOGY written by her family:

Our special congratulations to Brother Csongor
and Sister Kaylene Matyas on the birth of their
second son Asher Matyas.

The healthy, bouncy baby boy was born on

Tuesday 19® August 2014, weighing 4.190kgs
(9.2lbs). We wishthem all God’s blessings as
they bring up both their children forthe Lord.

Psalms 127:3, “Lo, children are an heritage of
the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his
reward.”

1921 to 8 August 2014

Valma Alice McMahon was bornin Drouin, Victoria
on 19 July, 1921 to Robertand Dorothy.

Valmawas the second child and ended up having
elevensiblings —making a family of twelve children —
nine girlsandthree boys.

During her younglife, there was alot of sharing. One
afternoon when family and cousins were out, leaving
heron her own, her motherand auntheard her say,
“I've got a teddy, all to myself—I've got a doll, all to
myself.”

When Valmawas 8 years old her parents sentthe
twossisters, Doreen and Valmato Tasmaniafora
yearof schooling. Heraunty had a little church
schoolin Collinsville. Inthe hills south of Hobart, she
lived and learnt many principles that stayed with her
forlife. Yearslater, she was able to visit Tasmania
and sitinthe pew of the little church where she had
beentaught.



http://www.sdarm.org.au/?p=6158

As a nine yearoldreturning home, she loved the outdoors and liked nothing betterthan to pick peas with
hermotherinstead of looking after the babiesinthe house.

High school was completedin Sale, Victoria, where she and Doreen boarded during the week and rode
home on theirbicycles forSabbath. Asthe family moved alot, sometimesitwasa longride, upto 70 miles
(112km) — she and her sister got very sunburntinthe process.

Aftershe finished school, she took jobs teaching schoolsin different localities in Victoria as well as
Tasmania. Whilstin Tasmania, her parents learnt of the SDA Reform Movement Church, and her mother
came to Tasmaniato collecther. Thiswasa bigsacrifice fora motherwho had to leave behind atiny baby;
namely, Eunice.

Valmawasreluctantto leave as she had done the nextday’s program on the blackboard all illustrated
beautifully with drawings (one of hergreatest pleasures.) Nevertheless, she returned to Victoria school -
teachingand finally an office job in Sydney with the infant church.

Valmaworked alongside BrD. Nicolici. She also lived with the Nicolici family foratime. Brother Nicolici and
his wife had moved from Romaniato Australiaa shorttime before, to bringthe SDA Reform Message to
thisyoung country. With hiszeal and inspiration, many souls were tolearn God’s true stand for His people
intime of war. Valmaalsolearntthata Christian should dress modestly, yet not extravagantly. One day,
Valmawentshoppinginherlunch hourfor a new hat, but returning to the office, and on showing hernew
purchase, Br Nicolici commented that the accessories on the hat were too showy and not in keeping with
theirfaith. Valmaconsequently returned to the shop and swapped the hat.

She remained atthat jobfor five years, during which time she learnt typewriting at college and performed
many office dutiesincluding reports, auditingand writing. Herwriting skills were also stretched to
transcribing Br Nicolici’s broken English. | will add that Valma continued to enjoy herrole asa literature
proof-readeruntil latelastyear.

(Footnote: Soon afterthis, a number of Valma’s sisters moved to Sydney to work in the church health clinic
& church farm/missionary school—other missionary enterprises set up under the direction of Br Nicolici.
Many youth were trained in the use of naturaltreatments, hydrotherapy and massage as well as many
ministers and workers— Brothers McDonald, Smith, Brittain, Weymark —for future positions of
responsibility, some in the General Conference.)

Duringthis time, she meta young man from Victoria. They became very friendly andin April, 1947, she
married Stanley Rendell. Aftertheirmarriage, they shifted to Melbourne where theirfirst daughter,
Dorothy was born. Later they movedto
New South Walesto work forJack
Wiseman at Lower Portland, and their
second daughter, Valda, was bornin
Windsor.

When Valdawas two years old, Stan was
calledintothe church workand was then
transferred to Brisbane where the
children grew up, making many lifelong
friends, especially with the Barnetts and
the Patricks.




Valmahelped herhusbandin hiswork. Household jobs were sometimes neglected tofitin the necessary
things such as train trips to the city. The girls can remembergetting onthe wrongtrain and havingtogo
back to the city and start again when Valmawould say, “Don’ttell Dad.”

In 1962, Stan was transferredto New Zealand fortwo years and then to Melbourne and finally back to
Queenslandforthe final years of hisworkinglife.

Whilst backin Queensland, Valmahad discovered anew hobby - growing African violets. She had a lovely
collection and started new plantsfromasingle leaf. Forone of the girl’s weddings, Valma had an African
violetatthe end of each pew.

Duringthistime, Stan’s health declined. Stantook an early retirementand soon after, Stan and Valma
relocated to New South Walesto be close to theirdaughters. Indoingso, they purchased theirfirsthome
inJunee.

Valma faithfully cared for Stan during those difficult years, driving him everywhere. She also keptalovely
gardeninthe backyard.

AfterStandiedin August 1990, Valmaenjoyed visiting friends and family, even going to Western Australia
to visithersisterand family. Duringone tripin New South Wales, Valmawasinvolvedinadreadful car
accidentand was transferred to the Canberrahospital where she remained for several weeks. Gradually
herhealthreturned and she was able to move back to herhomeinJunee.

Her neighbours and friendsinJunee helped Valmaalot. Her next door neighbour Maisie, would take Valma
to the doctor, bank or supermarket as requested. Valma only recently mentioned she considered Maisie to
be her bestfriend.

At the local flour mill, she was known as Mrs Spelt Flour. Asthe flour mill was discontinuing to sell tothe
public, Mrs Speltflour would arrive with a containerand they would obligingly fill it for her. With the flour,
Valma faithfully made herown bread, first by hand and then was introduced to the wonderful bread -
making machine. One of Friday’s special jobs was to “make the bread.”

InJune, 2013, Valmahad a fall and the doctors suspected a heart condition, which aftertwo tests proved to
be correct. She was advised nottodrive again — a bigthingas Valmawas always very proud of her driving.

A lot of changes happened duringthatlasttwelve months. Nolongerable todrive to church, she
appreciated family who especially came around to pick her up. Gradually changes took place. She sold her
car to herdaughterValdaand kepta watchful eye onwhat happenedtoit. One day when Valdawas
driving herhome from church, Valmasaid, “My car doesn’tlike driving on dirt roads,” to which Valda
replied, “Your car hasa new mother now, and it has to do what she says.”

Valmafilled herlife with readingand writingin her diary —the lastentry being two days before she died.

Afteranotherbadfall in December 2013, she was nolongerable tolive alone. InJanuary 2014, she moved
to Coleambally to be with her daughter, Dorothy.

The family prepared aroom and had it repainted for her occupancy. Init, she had herownthingsand
pictures, and it made a little havenforher. The lasttime she sleptinitshe said, “l love my little room.”

During her stayin Coleambally, Valma’s health continued to decline. She was hospitalised three times and
eventually required the care of a nursinghome which she accepted graciously.




She loved hervisitors and made note of themin her diary — phone calls were special, and going out fortrips
was great. She learntto appreciate the routine of the nursinghome and joined their activities.

On herbirthdayinJuly, she came out to Coleambally to be with family. Inthe diary, she mentioned the
musicwhich the children played forher, one being herfavourite hymn, “Under His Wings.”

The next week she signed the paperstosell herhomeinlJunee. Bythe next weekend, she was placedin
isolation due to catching the flu. A few days later, she made a diary note of how good it was to be back in
herown room. Onlytwo days later Valmasuffered asevere heart attack, and the nurses noted the
peaceful expression on Valma’s face. Her desire had come true - to pass quickly and quietly as her parents
had done.

Valma paid close attention to detail. She faithfully filled in her Sabbath School Lesson each day. She always
wanted to know what time the sun set on Friday — loved goingto church, hearing people’s news, loved
checking herbirthday book and sending cards to family members. She was always faithful with her church
obligations. Valmaalways looked on the bright side —even findingin the devil something good —his
perseverance. We will miss her sunny disposition no matter what path herlife took.

We will all miss her. We will miss herconsistent lovingthoughts sentto us on all occasions. We will miss
herkeeninterestinall ourdaily activities, children and pets.

We look forward to being reunited again soon with our mother, sister, auntand friend on that special day
when Jesus comesto gather His loved ones home.

For more photos: http://www.sdarm.org.au/?p=6138

Condolences

August has been avery sad month, as a number of our brethren lost close family members. Itiswith
sorrow in our hearts that we would like to extend our sincere sympathy to these families and pray that God
will comfortand strengthen each one during this time of great loss.

Celiaand Peter Thiel

The Thiel family are devastated by news of their
tragic loss—Celiaand Peter Thiel —who were
killed instantlyin a car accident on Friday 29
August, whilstreturninghome fromavisitto
theirchildrenand grandchildrenin Western
Australia.

Our prayers and thoughts are with those whom
they’ve leftbehind —their children BrBen Thiel
(South Pacific Union Mission President, AUC ex-
president) and his siblings Amos, Joannaand
Rebeccaand theirfamilies and also their
extended family —brothers, sisters and their
families. Whata wonderful reunionitwillbe for
many at the return of Jesus!
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Slavica Dikih

We extend oursympathy to the family of Br Joe Voncina
(current Australasian Union Conference Treasurer/Secretary)
and hissiblings BenandJack on the loss of their beloved sister.
Our condolences goto Natasha, Jonathan, Ruby-Jean and LeRoy
on losingtheirmotherand grandmother. Slavica Dikih passed
away at the age of 71 on Tuesday 19®" August 2014.

‘Slavi’, tothose who knew her, came across to many as a strong
individual, butdeepinsidethere wasavery caring and
thoughtful spirit. Notlongago, duringa missionary outreach at
the Adventistretirementvillage where there was singingto the
residents, many willremember her hospitality. She made sure
each was comfortable upon arriving, and at the end of the
program, all were invited to have a drinkand some cookies
before leaving the village. Her hospitality and kind-heartedness
will be remembered by various people.

MelisaJane Lausevic

Our heartfelt condolences also go to Sam and Liliana
Lausevicandtheirfamily in Sacramento USA, on the loss of
theirdaughter MelisaJane Lausevic, 18" August 2014.
Melisa passed away at the sweet age of 16 years. May
God comfort and strengthen you all during this sad time of
the loss of yourloved one. Melisanow sleepsinlJesusat
the Moriah Heights Cemetery.

Valma Alice Rendell

Our condolences gotothe family and friends of late ValmaAlice
Rendell who died from asevere heart attack on Friday 8™ August
2014 at the wonderful age of 93. We look forward to the time
when we will see SrRendellonce again at the beautifulhome
prepared forthe faithful.




“But as it is written, Eye hath notseen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared forthem that love him.” | Corinthians 2:9.

“And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: forthe first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and
there was nomore sea. And|Johnsaw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God. And God shallwipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death, neithersorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: forthe formerthings are
passed away.” Revelation 21:1-4.

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: andthedead in Christshall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shallbe caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shallwe ever be with the Lord. Wherefore
comfortone anotherwith these words.” 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

We thank God for the rich promisesin His Word; the hope of meetingourloved ones again nevermore to
part.

May these promisesinthe Scriptures be our hope today, our peace tomorrow and our comfort always.

Dedication - Immanuel Polistina

Wentworthville Church

It was Brother Domenicand Sister Nadine Polistina’s desire to present their firstborn son Immanuel to the
Lord at a dedication service in theirlocal church. The ceremony was witnessed by many of their church
brethren, family and friends; this took place on a beautiful Sabbath morning, 9t August 2014.

Duringthe ceremony, Nadine shared aspecial poem before Br Matthias Thiel prayed forImmanuel:
What Do | Want For My Child

Do | seekforhimworld-widefame?

Do | treasure him with wealthandriches?
Do I want hislife tobe justlike agame?
What do | want for my child?
Isitpowerand wisdom and might?

Do I want forhimuntold blessings?

Do | want everythingtogojust right?

I'll tell you what | want formy child...

A heartfull of peace fromabove...

A life of serving others...

A heartfull of patience andlove...

| want him to know my Saviour...

To be free fromthe powerofsin...

Thisis what| want for my child Immanuel,




| want him to walk with HIM...
| want him to be like HIM.

Children are a heritage of the Lord. He loved to have themaround, and He blessed them. We read of this
experience in Matthew 19:13-15, “Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his
handsonthem, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer little children, a nd forbid
them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. And he laid his hands on them, and
departedthence.”

We pray that Immanuel will bring much joy to his parents and to our Heavenly Father as he grows up
desiringin hislife tohonourourLord.

For more photos: http://www.sdarm.org.au/?p=6121

Singing in Retirement Village

On Sabbath the 2" August 2014, youth and members of Schofield’s Church were able to bring much joy to
anumberofthe residentslivingatthe Adventist Retirement Village, Kings Langley NSW.

Over70 people gatheredtogetherinthe diningroom listening to various items rendered by individuals,
Focus Singers, instrumentalists and groups; also praises were rendered to our heavenly Father by all with
community singing. God lovestoreceive praises from His children. Throughout the Psalms David
repeatedly encourages us to sing praisesto our heavenly Father. Psalms 95:1 -- “O come, let us sing unto
the LORD: let us make a joyfulnoise to the rock of our salvation.” AlsoinPsalms 96:2 --“Sing unto the
LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day.” We truly had a very blessed time praising
God together.

Before each hymn and between items, Brother Joe Voncina spoke afew words about the wonderfullove of
God towards each one and how we all have an extended invitation to give our hearts to Him.

Afterthe singing wasfinished, we had an opportunity to mingle with the elderly residents and speak with
some of them. They are looking forward to our nextvisit.
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NSW Youth Focus Meeting - August 2014

2 August 2014

How quickly do the months pass by! Once again we were invited to hold our Youth Focus Meetingat Br
Dankoand Sr Rosettallic’shome. Afterthe closing of Sabbath, Br Matthias proceeded with some Bible
triviaquestions untilthe rest of the youth arrived.

Due to the importance of the Sabbath, and havingitas one of the main pillars of our faith, we decided to
have an activity where the youth could research this subject furtherforthemselves. We encouraged them
to find Bible versesthat would supportthe keeping of the seventh day Sabbath. Each participatedina
group exercise fromthe Bible. SisterLidiaVoncinadividedthose who were presentinto groups of three,
and each group was asked to find three specificBible verses to prove that the Sabbathis still to be
observedtoday. Here are some of the references that were shared:

e Exodus20:8-11, Hebrews 13:8, Matthew 5:18
o Luke24:1, Mark 2:27-28, Isaiah 58:13-14

e Hebrews4:4, Luke 23:56, Nehemiah 13:15-22
e Genesis 2:2-3, Matthew 12:8, Ezekiel 20:12, 20
o Luke 4:16, Matthew 15:9, Mark 15:40-42

The Sabbath isa memorial of Creation;itis alsothe seal of the living God on which each will be tested on
priorto Christ’s Second Coming. The fourthcommandmentisthe only commandmentthat containsthe
name of the Lawgiver, Histitle and His dominion. Ourunderstanding of the Sabbath truth and the way we
keepitwill determine whetherornot we will receive the seal of God.

It was then time forinformation on the upcoming events: NSW Youth day outing, which will be a bike riding
day at Lady Carrington Drive, Royal National Park; and the long-weekend camp, 3-6 October at
Abercrombie Caves.

Dinneris always welcomed, and hot winter soups with garlicbread were just what each one needed aftera
longand cold day. To finish our meal we were treated to some of Rosetta’s homemade pancakes with
fillings provided by the youth.

We all had a wonderful timeaswe socialised forthe rest of the evening. Thankyou once again, llicfamily,
for your hospitality!

May God help the youth to be faithful alonglife’s Christian journey.

~ NSW Youth Department Leaders
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Invitation to the WA Spiritual Conference - September 2014

Jesus Knocks - Christ’s Message to Laodicea

WA Fieldinvites youtoour2014 Field Spiritual Conference, 26-29 September, 2014. The title of our
conference is “When Jesus Knocks —Christ’s Message to Laodicea”. The counsel of the True Witness to
Laodiceais more relevantto God’s people today than at any othertime inthe history of the Christian
church. We will considerthe mostimportant elements of this message found in Revelation Chapter3and
how they apply to us today. We hope you will be able to come and join us at thisimportant and refreshing
time together.

Venue

The conference is being held at a beautiful Christian campsite named Camp Logue Brook located just 1%
hours’ drive south of Perth (between Yarloop and Harvey). The addressis: Logue Brook Dam Road, HARVEY
WA 6220.

For more detailsand to register: www.sdarm.org.au/wa2014 or call Luke Kneebone on 08 9453 1756

Invitation to AUC Youth Convention - 2014

Elected 4 Glory
22-28 December2014

Elim Heights Youth Camp
5760B-5760D Putty Road PUTTY NSW 5670

“But ye are a chosen generation, aroyal priesthood”

Furtherinformation comingsoon!

Summer School Is Back!

A 10 days Summer School will be held at Elim Heights Youth Camp, January 2015. Will keep you posted with
exactdatesin the nextissue of GT e-Newsletter. Forall those, youngand old alike, who are keen on
studying God’s Word, you will soon have the dates to mark down on your calendar. Watch for more
information available soon.

For furtherinformation email: education@sdarm.org.au
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Coming Events Calendar

26-29 September, 2014 Western Australian Mission Field Spiritual Conference
Location: Camp Logue Brook, Harvey
Western Australia
Register online at wa@sdarm.org.au
Telephone: +61-(0)8-9377-3283
Download Invitation Here: www.sdarm.org.au/wa2014

3-6 October, 2014 NSW Youth Camp
Location: 85 Grange Avenue Schofields.
For Further information
mthiel@sdarm.org.au or lidia@sdarm.org.au
Telephone: +61-(0)2-9627-7553
Matthias Thiel mob: +61-(0)424 430 329

26 October, 2014 NSW Youth Department Seminar - Communication
Location: 85 Grange Avenue Schofields.
For Further information
mthiel@sdarm.org.au or lidia@sdarm.org.au
Telephone: +61-(0)2-9627-7553
Matthias Thiel mob: +61-(0)424 430 329

22-28 December, 2014 AUC Youth Convention 2014
“Elected 4 Glory”
Location: Elim Heights Youth Camp, NSW
For Further information go to

www.sdarm.org.au
Telephone: +61-(0)2-9627-7553

January, 2015 Summer School 2015
Location: Elim Heights Youth Camp, NSW
For Further information email info@sdarm.org.au
Telephone: +61-(0)2-9627-7553
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